
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Wednesday, March 6, 2013  
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute and 
Joseph LaPorte; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.  
Excused:  Commissioner Joanne D. Palmieri 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to accept the Minutes of the 
February 6, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Mike Riccio – Activate Southington/Farmer’s Market.  Mr. Riccio addressed the board on behalf of 
Activate Southington.  They are trying to promote healthy living and healthy lifestyles.  He mentioned the 
grant received for Safe Routes to School from High Ridge Road to DePaolo.  The idea is to eliminate 
busing and get kids to walk to school.  They had two successful Walk to School days.  The farmer’s 
market has been located for the past several years on Gary Saucier’s property in Plantsville.  The group is 
looking to use the Town Green for the market this year to get more people to use it.  Mr. Riccio talked 
about other locations and options that were considered, but the Town Green was the best option.  They are 
seeking use on Fridays from 3 to 6 p.m. from May through October.  Of course, during Apple Festival 
time they would have to find an alternate location.  There would be 6 to 8 farmers with tents on the grassy 
area and shoppers would be on the sidewalk.  Board members voiced concerns about damaging the grass.  
Mark Ramsey of Ali’s Nursery has agreed to rake the grass each week after the market closes.  There 
would be no trucks on the Green, just tents. The tents would be the pop-up style with no stakes to damage 
irrigation.  Mr. Riccio said if this board approved the request, they would also need to get permission 
from the Police Department for loading on the side of the Green.  He asked if a Park Board member 
would accompany him when he meets with Chief Daly.   
 
Chairman Fontana said while he wouldn’t vote against the request, he doesn’t like anything going on the 
Green.  It’s something that people from other towns look to as something special in town.  He wouldn’t 
want anything to take away from that.  Discussion followed.  Suggestion was to make this a one year trial.  
If it doesn’t work at the end of the year, they won’t come back next year.  Mr. Manware said the crew 
usually mows the grass on Friday mornings or, depending on the weather, right after lunch.  Mr. Riccio 
said the farmers would set up around 2 p.m.  He estimated that about 100 people have been coming to the 
market in past years, sometimes busier than that.  Commissioners like the idea of a farmer’s market as 
long as the farmers know it is their responsibility to take care of the grass. 
 
Commissioner LaPorte made a motion to allow Activate Southington to use the Town Green as discussed, 
under the supervision of Mr. Manware.  Seconded by Commissioner Fasulo and passed unanimously. 
 
2.  Bob Borkowski of Southington Northern Baseball was not able to attend.  He is expected at the next 
meeting. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
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DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the last middle school dance was cancelled due to the blizzard.  Programs final 
sessions are scheduled and will wrap up in June.  All have been very good.  Zumba is phenomenally 
popular and is bringing money into town.  The Hoop It Up program with the young kids was a big 
success.  Mark Blanchard did the program and did a great job.  There is a softball meeting next week.  
Playground program is coming up.  Mr. Lapreay was working with the Board of Education to include 
their special needs kids from Hatton School in the playground program.  It will pan out; they are figuring 
out the days.  It would be half days for them and they would have paras with them.  It is to help them with 
socialization skills.  They are figuring out what to charge since they would be there less time than the 
other kids. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding who can be on the softball rosters, and whether or not you can be included if 
you work in town but live elsewhere.  Right now the answer is no.  Suggestion was made about allowing 
someone if they work for the team sponsor.  Mr. Lapreay said probably 40% of players live out of town 
but graduated from Southington High School.  After discussion, it was the consensus that a team can have 
up to five players who work in town for the sponsor but they have to be full time employees of the 
sponsor.  We would need a current pay stub to prove employment or a letter from the employer.  Mr. 
Lapreay will bring this up at the meeting. 
 
We received a request from Maloney High School (Meriden) girls tennis coach to use the tennis courts at 
Panthorn Park while their school is undergoing renovations. They are looking for four tennis courts for 
their season.  There is nowhere in Meriden that has four tennis courts together.  The dates are Monday, 
April 22 to Friday, May 24, Monday to Friday, from 3:30 to 6:00 p.m. and also for practices but no 
weekends.  Memorial Park courts need some work but Panthorn is good.  Mr. Lapreay spoke to the town 
manager about it, and he said whatever the board feels.  Motion by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by 
Commissioner LaPorte, to grant permission for Maloney HS to use the tennis courts at Panthorn Park as 
described.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Lapreay reported that Fred Cox told him that if the referendum passes, they will start doing their 
work.  It will affect programs we have at DePaolo and Kennedy for the next two years.  It will be difficult 
for the mens basketball and youth basketball but will figure out locations.  It will also affect the fields.  
The school fields will have to have staging areas during the project work.  We may have to cancel some 
programs if we can’t find alternate space. 
 
He had good news about the tennis program.  Nicole Maziarz has agreed to take over the program that 
Tony Mauro used to do.  She is extremely excited and has some great ideas.  She is coming in March to 
talk about her ideas. 
 
Crescent Lake – studies have been done in the past.  They put us tentatively on for the fall but they are not 
sure because of budget problems.  They will help us to determine what fish to stock, etc.  Commissioner 
Kanute wondered if we couldn’t put in some calicos; they probably wouldn’t hurt anything. 
 
Budget – Mr. Lapreay said he had a meeting with the Board of Finance on February 19.  It went well.  
They only questioned the youth subsidies being raised.   
 
He received approval for the AEDs; they are on back order.  A copy of the thank you letter sent to Bonnie 
Sica and the Land Conservation Trust for their time and efforts with the School Nature Day was in the 
packet. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Discussion followed.   
 
Commissioner LaPorte asked if anyone had information about the circus request.  The board was not 
contacted directly with the request to hold the circus at the drive in property.  Several read about it in the 
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paper.  Mr. Lapreay said he spoke to Dawn Miceli and gave her the dates that the pavilion is already 
booked.  There is no set date yet for the circus.  They are going to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
Commissioner Fasulo was surprised that someone didn’t come here.  The Drive In Committee has not met 
to talk about the start of the drive in movies.  Members are concerned with ruining the property.  It was 
also mentioned that there are other activities going on in the park and there could be big issues with 
parking and other concerns.  Chairman Fontana asked Mr. Lapreay to write a letter to the Council with a 
copy to the town manager which he (Fontana) would sign expressing the concerns of the board, including 
upkeep of the field, activities at Recreation Park, the pavilion, and parking. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay stated that bid requests are out for the sound for Music on the 
Green.  Bids are due to Mr. Lapreay’s office by March 15 and Mark Sciota will open them. 
 
There being no other discussion, the motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation passed 
unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that the state did a drinking water survey at Western; he got involved.  It has never 
been done as far as he knows.  The survey was done in December; he just got the report.  They are 
interested in us putting in town water.  We are in the process of pursuing that.  He and Steve Wlodkowski 
talked with the Water Department.  The survey was not on water quality; it was on the construction.  The 
bottom line is we will pursue putting town water there.  The state will allow us to the end of 2013 
(normally it is 120 days after the report).  We can probably do it in August before fall ball starts.  That 
timing would be OK with Steve Wlodkowski as far as timing. 
 
Blizzard report – Mr. Manware said he caught some flack because he put crews on the trail before other 
roads were finished.  However, everyone agreed that they do not have the equipment to do roads, and 
many people used the trail after the storm so it was a good decision.   
 
CPO course – Mr. Manware said he will have the course done here and will get credit for our employees 
who take the course.  It is not required by the State of Connecticut but it is required around us.  He would 
like to require the Certified Pool Operator course for our guys at the pools. 
 
Some bleachers were removed from Western to make way for some new ones.  The Southington Valley 
Midget Football league will take the old bleachers which need some new boards.  It will save quite a bit. 
 
One of our employees got his Commercial Drivers License (CDL) – Todd Mongillo.  It is not required but 
is good to have.  Highway Department drivers need to have CDLs. 
 
Not much going on with the ice rink and Crescent Lake.  The blizzard compacted snow on the ice.  Mr. 
Manware is pretty certain we will have to purchase a liner this year.  They cost about $2,000 and have to 
be replaced every few years.  They are difficult to store as well.  We only got about two weeks use out of 
the rink due to the weather.   
 
Mr. Manware stated that they have been doing equipment demos and looking to the future (multi-
attachment size).  Trying to get more involved so when the time comes it will be what we need.  They 
helped move dresses for the Kristen’s Kloset prom program.   
 
Mr. Manware gave an update on the “Because of 26” program.  We want to make sure it makes sense and 
not get too carried away.  The original plan was to have a plaque near each butterfly bush but we 
discussed having one monument at the kiosk listing all the individuals, using the Police Department 
markers to locate the specific bushes.  They will do a mural on the back of Raggozino’s building.  We 
will clear a spot.  They want to put two butterfly benches in this area.  Mr. Manware passed around a 
picture of the proposed bench.  There was some debate about using the trailer, but the program is going to 
be at the Plantsville Green.  It would be a lot of work to move the trailer and set it up for a short 
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ceremony, so they will use the gazebo in Plantsville and then move on to the trail. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Fasulo.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Field Use Fees.  This was discussed at the last meeting.  Mr. Lapreay spoke with the Finance 
Department.  When we collect fees they have to go into the General Fund.  You have to ask for an 
appropriation to get the money back.  He was asked to call a couple of other towns to see how they do it.  
Commissioner Kanute said he would make some inquiries about what other towns are doing as far as field 
fees and report back at the next meeting. 
   
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner LaPorte, seconded by Commissioner Kanute and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:40 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


